
A U, S. TROOP CARR]ER BASE,
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERA.
TIONS-Crossing the Rhine in the
greates! airborne operarion of the
war was Captain Charles W. Abbitt
of Appomattox, whose v'ife, Mrs. Ann
C. Abbitt, Iives in Vera. As naviga-
tor of a Troop Carrier C-47. his air-
craft.towed glider-borDe tl.oops and
equipmert to a Ianding zone deep in
German held territory east of the
Rhine.

Capt. Abbitt ie group navigator in
Coloirel Frank Krebs' 440th Troop' 
Carfier Group, awardel the Presi-
rleniial llnit Citation fo, iis work in
th€ invasion of Normandy, the pal'a-
troop a d glider operation in South-
ern. France, the airbol11e itrvasion of
Ilolland and the aeria.l re-supply of
the American trooPs at Bastogne.

As part of Major Ccneral Paul r-
Witliams U. S. Troop Carrier IroLcps
his grotrp operates in between rn-
vasions in the aerial transportation of
thousaflds of tons of vitally needed
casoline. ammuniLion and food to
iorward airstrips close to lhe fghting
lines, Here casualties are brought
for evacuation to base hospitala oII
the return tIip'

CaDt. Abbitt was graduated from
Virgi;ia Military Institute in 1941

and waS immediately c-lled to active
duty. Upon comPletion of naviga-
tional training he was awarded his
wings at Hondo, Texas, ir1 August,
1943.
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