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A U, B. TRODP CARRIER BASE,
EURDPEAN THEATER OF OPERA-
TIONS—Crossing the Rhine in the
greatest airborne operation of the
war was Captain Charles W. Abbitt
of Appomattox, whose wife, Mra. Ann
O, Abbitt, lives in Vera. As naviga-
tor of & Troop Carrier C-47, his air-
eraft-towed glider-borme froops and
equigment to a landing zone deep in
German held territory east of the
Rhine.

Capt. Abbitt is group navigator in
Colonel Frank Krebe' 440th Troop
Carfier Group, awarded the Tresi-
dential Unit Citation for its work in
the invaszion of Mormandy, the pars-
troop and plider operation in South-
ern, France, the airborne invasion of
Holland and the aerial re-supply of
the American troops at Bastogne. !

As part of Major General Plsul T
Willlams 1. 8. Troop Carrier T'orces
his group operates in between in- |
vasionsz in the aerial transportation of
thouzands of tonz of vitally needed
gagoline, ammunition and food to -
forward airvstrips elose to the fighting | .
linez. Here casualiies are brought '
for evacuation to haze hospitals onm |
the return trip. $

Capt. Abbitt was graduated from
Virginia Military Institute in 1941
and was immediately called to active l
duty. Upon completion of navign—fw"'
tional training he was awarded his °
wings at Hondo, Texas, in August, | ™
1943, !
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