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:(H~I;I'~'h 'y:., XLt;iU'''llll i)h"l1 iii. ",juH.il{ itt"" II 
IWHitHI ()tAtjp(itiIU.Hbx~~oHhb' (ill.,tttlHi J!)th, . j8~8, 
. AlllihoY··,liiittYI)\Hig .. IHHii .l,e {"iis' cdlH'.Il.I.ci! . IltlJit iOli 
,A(irid~m~':hftei- gt'llttliill.iit~ fi-olhlhii'lsehobl hej)(it'­

." sltri(lf.jti' b(\eillj:lJ.ii!h6tf.jit"luUi~ wH.U +ii(\ hegiiiliillg 

. tif UteOHdIWi1t;,ilt,~;hicll Wu6 lie,vns elected ii'i"s/; 
Li~~lihilliiii( of< (~(jiiHHjily H,,4.2; VH;~illj't intilhhy, 

, ~' 

Wis~j·i4 IH-jg/tt1e. .,. . . 
. ';"fie()j'ge \v.Ahhittihi. nS~ljdiet· had eoiiie illt.o .. 

lilA jH:tl<feiltililiied . "phei'e, Ifill. til'lI v6i\,·, colH'uge amI 
did'lilii hlltde::t spleiHli<1 ,-,Xiimple filt- his jili~li 10 
iilt.\·lv(-1 t(l~(ijilll, hl,t.,vid<dt. t.lley (\ollid lic·\r(li.· hopll t.o 
HHI·thjAH. 'j fl.\, 'v Ii Ii )"o.il \H,;olllol:efit.d the. J'lluk of: 
(lnjl/;Ilhl; fl'(Hl!' whiehflosUlonlltJ coltltiiliillled uo/. 
o!iIJithtlrestlll<lt uil(l()h(l(li~ilce,Liii illRO Ute ndmil'n­
tihiJhUdi6vc' of his Jflen,' wli,om. he iitVhi-!,thly ied 
llitc\jjiftt.j(l tHuli·gillglit. th(~lt()li(t of /tis ComJlIlItJ" 
wH.h the. tiblti'n~'e ilitttiii>.I·()irntl· t.llIiLilhly II jllttJ';'ii 
ti,jitloxhihit. .' '.' . 

. At. t.11tl !.I lim, (if I.ili.! Rttt·l't~"rlei-. {!djOIif'I.A "hit/. 'Will{ 
Iii., tidllttniltfd ;;r hj~ •. h>.gilllbllt; lind iillW Iwhold itiH 
iitil hlllk{"itell.}iek tli;", fhe. So!tt.hel'lic!i.llse tolw 
1:1()(Ilhi'tt. . ;Vt!t h&iofif; ilijt(;i!ti \\'hH of thnt fideliH· 

. '1),,11; hhtl ~litlJjtb(t.lih or. hiaili-tn'i(l11Rehll(itid. t.1I 
J',H!/:" t.IH~ hlcilleilt \'Vhldl i ,,,ill· 110"; Jln.i-i-nt:e fOl'JlIf4 
tlth '(llillll1k hfij\"jji' j·(>(idh·j i;1l11t iA()(jlliil(>(t II." ftnt' '. 

.,;. 

',jI!i(! lii~fd;i.\;ol: (jlJitlu(~j AlihiH.'R iii:(\ lllay he 
slt'JilIH~d tililit:oiicS(liiteltbe: Iii) ,,,itS It hi-ll.Ve Rol-

" " '\".," ,', ." ....... '. ..' ", 

t1i6r,hbllOl'ohle gCllt1ein.ah,lii.Ht tl'lt,C. Chri~tjri.i1. 
. . A. C01\m.Af)t~. 

.. " . H.ielitliilnd;\'iL" .Jnllitil.ry 24th; 1867. 
;"(1 W·. l\t: ihlllilnil. 6£ theSellltic; lil,d, P. N.Wnt, 

ldfls, i~R(j.,U()ilSe t;£ .bele~li.t.ell : . '. 
UclltiehicH .... .,-liith iilfohrtclt by ohc 01' S0tH· C()U~ 

, MH.l1tin.I.Fi tlitH. ,the 'hnincof CotoiicIN.W. Ahbitt:; of 
A"PQnilIUOx, . i\'i1t bcli"(l1lghfbefol'etho iJegiRlllt.I1I·(l 
£iH' t.iteofflcri of t3riglllHer-Qeiler:nt. (~f: Milit.in. 
, .'.J Inlte gt'eht.pHt1eiltltl t)lenstll'oiirnl'gillA' hiR 
ili <lct.i6ii.Nt, oite cnliidiiiwhct.tei· t.hiul 1 do it if! 
",tWitt i1l:iiiiiillil, 11 lUli1'i(jiililil sohlieJ·. He WlIll 1111-

tie!' Hi~~ (WllillIllJH.tWl'oilg·h ucn;t'I~' the whole . Will'.: 

". wtifi ,tithtllti in N()i·t.1h\rili'it.erii Vit'gihiil, in North 
. (jrt~.oiHtIl •. ul. It(iI1ji(lln~. lRllinii; lIt. (Jhut~i.li 's hlhfl, nt; 

\ViiillillHihtH'g iiti<1 ~f:lilvei'i\Hlil; ht ,tdilJl 'f! Islaml, 
ill FjliHth Clli'blhtn, ni.\VuHltutt;JtUlctioii, nt t.he de-' 
j'HI(.~eil()th\It"·llhitl·g· hitt.he lHh flittt Hit.1i ()f .Junc, 
.iBnJ. lif;jljirFittli;hitii~ of tile jJnWl.ett's linCH, iii. the 
th~iHHIh!; . Ilhl'.I'iHJ'ehll;sbHl·g;()h . till) .·J'ight (If: the 
CI,jd'titt~i'n k iitles!ttHlttclh~l·j~H.th, jHld~si)ednlly 
IIri(lcf'lIiYCYli (Ht .th~ . ~!:l).li· I.1t ntri.i'i.lli, i865, !d;the 
f:6 .. lti~ bf tile Jlilitlilw Utilid·nUtt UW.13tlCldilghnmglank 
U(Jitd illhi (lit thii.:Jlsf. or March j i865, (lIt iheWhH.B 
Ol1kitotltl, ntHldtiHrig theeHHtc re~,reni .fl·QiJi that. 
Il'i'lihhtl f.d the RIH+elidefitlt .A jltlonin.tt()X. llilwni'l 
~'illi itit\iifHIHt'hif;j'Plit hi l:lie fig-lit. lit.t.he1\t:iIr1i 7.itH\ , 

" .'. .... ........... ...., 

.... " .' '. '. . '. . ':" .'0. 

, .', nriliri.~i:H.h iIf AJli'iI.tR(JH;t~oli'II('IAlilliUoi)-
. illillwi jH.!i'iliiRRifiil l.(lii1H.!IIdUre iligili w;I;lihi~ J'ni,,-, 

.. Uy; JiUt l,ext. fiiotnitig lIe '~ns brick:it, tria tlost. ' . 
,i~l!ii·r,.hhlg: It,t.the. hend. ot hIRj-~~Hti~iHl(jHic". 
~)I(t. (JotH·/: ni~li§ei. kii(j'''WgfttIIJhll .. t:iiiHRltl+Cllf]!>t.',,:"'i 
iHi!i! iWhiillH'I.;,.ohii.·,ljhi~ Hi<il·c\V.jii.iih .. l.ldii;'~. (;l'··.(~~"'.)'i' 

. hii lw It,t· I jc~ '~~hlif.t~Niti.ttij;he!,j;+l!t· jWI.'~'it:ltsl.:iiii'.t Iili" ,;~:." 
I.his; ".rht I1lfillt.hhftiet til!lt liel~£j;hiR \dfelHldRi~ '. 
tl1.i1d\'ehlilllli·btentc<l; hil \·()tilhietit.d hill ilOSt. !i'oli( 
,Htel'e ih nllilt'tll.lIltHiHy lie "'olij(I,~(iOhhes~;ift.d ..... 
imitll1 NiH't.hill'il t)t·iiilOii.· . . .' .. .. 

. . ~ . , 

~l'his itlcid~nt iR nit illctex to (JoJoltci Ahhitt'R 
"'lit· j·(lCOI·t1 .• (Jojoiiet. Athittris h .. cith:~uwnRi()vtld . 
"lid hl~i)()d.n(1 h~~nhwilO ktie\v,hidLHc \)'Ilsulolt(l 
I irlle(J(lI,;illli~RiiJiH.+ \If tiO\'UiHlri, 11IHI .jnt~t'ColHltY 
('Ietlc He lived to the rip~ ol<t Ilge of 84. yeni'll, . 
d,\'ing i.m,tl"ie~5t.h, .1912. iliR iutei'mehi look l.llll.ee 
id .. I,iR. iWittc,"Qi;nvei .Knoll,.flAppotllilttox tJOl1uf;)', 
oh'I'hHt'sdliY, ,hllle 21th. His gl·lt·l\(lsoiis,:HessrR. 
U. h.; It. 0.; ~v. H. n,ld dilt'l\ hhiH.,n,lld\V •• 1..lI.liil 
A. W. t.~OVillg·lolI, llei'yillg .I1.R !11111-(,el\!'el's, "',,ito hill 
gl·lIri,l-dnhg-I.lhl·s IIcl.nd Illl flower,-heltl·el·R. 

" t~lll slii;vh'cti i,,~. his .. "ti!,t(;W hti{ttiiil~ ehil(heu; 
. ,;i7.: A,. 1i: AhtHH, b.fLytichblit·g.; it. 1). Abbitt; ~H-R. 
w .. r. t)IjVillgtt1l1, R W. AbiJiHi Mfa,· Aitdl;ew White 
(le?fg'~ l~.· AbblH •. tlf. Atjp6mittW.jt Co.uut.y ;.k h: 
Abbitt, .. 6£ Ntl'qltll,t . New!:!;. C. W~Abbitt, .ofAlri­

.hOI·R!;tJounh'j :il1ild M/-s; l\lal·1t Utli't'iltl'tI, i)fNorfolk,. & 
Vir¢'!lIitf, .1 ...... . 

nt.Jiig CI'Ollk, IIi j"'lIi, (~"I\eknl UrI' IIwllr;,i:llhl(lf\ght 
ill',thbfHhhi' Alil'il, !.RG!), Id;Ai'ilorR'(~i'(\nk, lIud .oit 
cvei'ji Occnsi(Hi he MIS !"ii/'e ilw!1 ertii!ieiit .. Ile wliH 

. Iltea.dy' itt his tlOSt; ul'{'iiH ill his plnec, cnj~ll, cool 
ntiili'l~lisibtEijtl'every respect excej)i; tofc!ii·; On 
t,he31Rt of _Mnreh, Mel sOllie tinl(~befdi·ct.hnt (!rd', 
lie Wtl.~ iii cottumtud of histeghnchi., f,he .Fdhi'th Vit·­
giuilt; iii HI Whell,ill nttemrHing II it i rf'i 1111 It. it10YC~ 
Iheiil; 1iUdel; II iwt. fit'e, it hl'()/re.' tii.ltnainly "I).Hied 
it; hmt lliy ,,,hole left; lind eUnhj(ld liICfijH.l·ilJgiiff 
illY ih-igiJde tvifh hOlioh . He ted "if!. Hflgilllcnt. iii 
t.heinsf; i':tiJy hlld volley lit. AjltH)iillitl.ox.ulitt j'lIlrt-. 
('II "'HII hihl ii.s It eOlllJ'li(le nJltl I;l'ot.hci- offieei', itt 
",htlill 19lili'iedilR n .illflll,ituldeRi:, ipll,d;,ii,dNII, iil­
t(>ltig'ellt; liS h il/ltt-iol, lltendfli:Rt iliilt'W/lshilJ.t" lilid 
fl~ lili offi(~()i'i Relf '·(lRiHlOfJl.tl nil;,1 ol;('dieiit.lmh·;' 
Illltfeffi<iicttt.·· . ,..... , ', 

J Cllhililclid idlii to" die Ociiim.·:l1 Alllle'i1I.,lv!is 
"·orth.\i IUr\dlig the ,vol'thi{!Rt. ofH'e;)' t:lloiecflu<:(eo,j­
fidi·)lI(J(1_' Hei{iio,"ll. ilothillg' lit l.liill t('f:;I.imoliilll. .. i 
holW!\ ill.,'Reii' iii g-h'iilg H. • ...•.•........ ". . ... ' . '. 

1\\ ClHi: "l'esjlecHIIII,h '. '. 
. lH~NtrY k'wlsi~, 

hi·igliih~i;,dcIHii'i,1 . (). S. A. 
hilld\H~i' . U.fWd,~· illi .I)ll/·ole, 
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Camp O\'erflow S'( . l\ lay 3rd I S/i-l 

~ Iy dear Fmulie 

I recd your letter dated the 28th Ult imo I was \'cry ~orry to hear you were so mllch 

afflicted + hope you will soon !!et much i mpro~·ed fmm yom pl esent condit ion . Be , ·ery 

cardul in fu ture how you wa lk or Nher\\ isc take \' iolent excer ise. Y Oli ough t to have 0 spare 

horse now. and when business or will call s YOIi to go, ride or go in the buggy. The co lt I 

wanted to rest after you got through planti ng corn . You stated that Pat sent for you on 

important business but did not state ",heather YOli so considered it. I alll glad you got pay 

from lIncie martin in a sheep. I thuught it \\Ollid be slow pay there. Jimme knew of it , said 

he would attend to it Bcns interrogatories were much more intdigent tlmn , expected from 

him . lie was o f opinion if God was so good. he only mude good things and good people, 

such a conclusion was quite natura l for a chi ld o f his age. Buck loves his sheep it seems 

dearl y. I thought he would of been \\illi ng to let you have II ram fOT fouT bllshels of com . 

The one he spoke of wa~ at Jno ~\CKinn i cs and' was under the impression he was willing to 

give the sheep in pay for four bushcIls o f corn he had already reed. but' suppose ' 

misunderstood him, I am truly glad [0 heM Eli /A' is so much beller, am on the other hand 

sorry to hea r our old father \Valker is so ncaT the grave. His notions were queer about hi s 

collin It would scem to me I shnuld like to be huried in rather neater stile !lwn the one he 

purposed. Now as for funeral sen· ices I am no strong. advocate for them nor do , oppose 

thelll . ' he living might be profi ted therehy bu t the dead ne\'er Our 31111S still cont inue 

victori ous in the South west frol1l last advices . uen Smith has gained a second victory over 

Banks. the reported Yankey loss estimated at ten thousand. Prices Temple has not been left 

desti tute of laurels either fi e had a decided victoTY over Steel, capturing hi s four thousand 

pri sioncrs. hes ides wagon trains \ nlher th ings to ted ious now to mcntion. May 4th' don' t 

kllOw now wheather to say the ne\\s are good this morning. rhe report says we are for 

Virginia. I command the Regt to day + I have orders to he ready to march at a moments 

nutice. hut to wait for farther notice, We wi ll lea\c here. there is not a doubt of that. I' vc 

become quite lean since' been here. Some of the boys have been laughing at me about heing 

so lean ~ small' thought I wou ld \\eigh + show thcm I was not so light as they thought . , did 

not we igh as much as , thought I \\ou ld , ol1l~ no. I feci tlllerahle well yet. I hope )OU will 

keep) our heal th. for ' am as solic itous about It as you illl' yourself, any thing thaI pains you 







Pete rsburg rrenche~ Nm 24th I R6-1 

My Dear rannie. 

Th~ last letter I reed from you was Nov 17th I expected a letter whcn you sent 111 ~ 

trl1nk by Dick. YOll sent me a ni ce assortrllcn t of good things. The turkey especially l 
and bu tter. potatoes. turnip. and cahhage were a ll good. I h3\ e eaten lTlore hearti ly of butter 

t potatoes. Thank those two latt ics who madc the sorghum you sen t. It was superior than 

\\ hat you sent l11 e he fore. The brandy was in rather a limited supply A fi er giv ing a dri nk to 

those who were present there was but lillie left. I got on ly two drinks in fac t. I shall send the 

II link back again in a very few days I want YOll to send mc some back bones. spare ribs + a 

little pork t an) thing you think proper Te ll Gussie I am very much obliged to him for his 

8pp l e~ I all the ch ild ren that ~en t me something. Dick told me about Gus sending me the 

apples. abou t the overshirts. I should like to get them if they are pretty. One of my outside 

shi rts is nearly worn out. I am nearly out drawers. !'- Iy coat want last me the winter. I am 

al ready getting ashamed of it , what is the prospec t for all 

I horn Conner was badly. I am afraid mo rt Ally wounded through the left lung. It was 

done day before yesterday when on his return fr0111 the: picket lines to the ma in li ne I Ie is in 

in thc Gen Hospital in Pete rsburg. He set for 111C to come + see him . I saw hi m yesterday. 

He was so full he could ta lk bUI little whi le I was there. lie told me if he died he wanted me 

tn send him home. I told him I would attend to il l ie remarked. I wal1t to do heller. a<;kcd 

me to scnd Capt. Gi ll s to sec him. I told him \\hen I left he must put his trust in the one 

above. He said he wou ld. It was an effecting scene. He was of one of the very hest men I 

have no be tter soldier in no company. I have 4 men that came O\'er to Ihe Yanks this week. 

Sam Webh. t 8 Manns . I hope those nre the lasl o r my company that an: so Inst to 

consc ience as to forsake all. cOllntr) f frie nds and ~n forcver into d isgrace. 



·o\,. 28th, 6~ Camp Duke S (" 

My dear Fannie 

OOll 't wrile to me with a pellcil nor wilh such pale ink. It bothers me to n:ad it w!tcn 

\\Ti llm wi th cithr. /\ portion of your letter I got loday was very plain written IIlIh hlack ink 

a por tion wi th a pencil or ver) pale ink, I cant determine exac tl y 

The day you wrote your letter m)'sc l r ... Lt . Parker both convolescents took a trip all 

the J RR for our hc~ lth. more fo r re~ reati"n than anyt hing expecting to gel a good 

di nner also but we signally failed . It was a hard matter to get anything atall We fina lly 

induced a wOlllan to cook us some sweet potatoes after she refused to get us dinner, which 

she did, + made our repast a henry olle too o f polatoes ~ beef. I had a considrable billious 

attack lately am much impro\'cd now. It h Sleci me about a week I am fearfu l I will no! keep 

my health [ J much longer I J now I I resign if I could keep out of service after doing 

so. I wi ll have to make the best of it. I call in my present position for it would not do to 

resign ' be conscripted immediately that would not do so ever. I would rather be a pJi vate 

by far + have my health than an offic ier \\ ith my pre~ent health. I thought when I fi rst came 

to S.C. my health would be good I even after my attack of ch ills at r 1 I thought probably I 

would get my hea lth restored again . It may be after I recovered from th is laSI altac~ I will be 

hearty agai n. at least I hope so. /\ man feels vcry lonely + disconsolut~ in the /\rmy sick. Sid 

is quite SIck with rheumatism. bUI is impro\ing some now. I don't consider him \'ery 

dangerous. He is more home sick than an) Ih ing e lse. He is almos! dead for n furlough , No\'. 

29th . It is a cloudy d ismal. raining day . how comfortable we are to some the other soldicrs 

of the Confederate Army. We have all of LIS gnod tent s or flies . /\ citizen would call it bad 

quarters, hut so ldiers cnnsider thel11selvcs well to do when thcy have good fliL' s on tents. 

I am very Illuch in hopes thot our Childern will escape deptheria . It is so fatal. If any 

of tem get sick let me know aboul it. I low do you come on getting III' YOIll school. li s vcry 

impnIlant our Chi ldern should go to scho(ll regularly more especia ll y Gus ; Nole. I wunt to 

give my ch ildcrn 3n educat ion if nothing else. I want to learn them good nmuners + to 

inculcate UP(1O their minds the beauty of good breeding and the great aversion of niee pt.:ople 

to ill breeding ~ vulgarism . Lillie hOlhcrs me a great deal. Most alhva) ~ \\hcn I think or her 

I feci sorry for her for because I cOllsidel [ I exnclly intelligible express. It may be because 

she IS the only gi rl and so timid You ought 10 be very smooth with hlT + nO I I I her any 



atall unlefs you are compelled to do ~o to make her behave herself. that is one duty a parent 

is hound to comply with if he docs his duty to his child . The old adage spare the rod you 

ruin the chi ld. Some children need the rod others it I uins. The disposi tion of the child 

slwuld he taken in consideration . Our childern.l believe need but little whipp ing being rather 

timid . 

YOII spoke of boarding your 1\13, another year. I think your offer to board her low 

enough. It may scem high to her. but she must take into consideration the worth of the 

money she pays. If the Parties will take thc money in payment of the loan, then you could 

afford to board her or any of them at a much reduced price, even at five dollars per month. 

I am glad to hear you have a good stock of pigs for [ J very important for everyone 

a l home to raise their OW11 meat if they donI they will probably have to do without. 

You spoke of being delighted at getting letters from me, not more so than [ am for [ 

would be glad to get one everyday, Icttcrs from home are allways a rarity to me, You 

certainly do not write as often as I do. if so I would get them oftenier. What has become of 

your likeness. I have been expecting it. Send it by Lt. Patterson 

Devoted by your Oeo W. Abbitt 



Dear Sister' 

Camp 2nd Va. Caval ry 

April 7th 186 

l)oublless you wi ll consider this now tl\e second or third letter written unans\\iered. 

su fficlent evidencc of I I for you to "!I' I),. 

I th ink sol 1 I have nol rece ived a line fl om you since I left . Nor has I I lepl ied to 

one 1 wrote her but the mar ls may be in fau lt. tho some say the foema les are generally more 

so. For scvcral days pasl I have heen su ffering with rhru matism consequent(ly) from the 

present bnd weather. it pn ncipnlly a ffec l my bnck 3nd r thi nk wi ll go off at the approach of 

good "'em her when thi s 1I10rnings sun ghes em Iy promise by his unclouded rays allli genial 

warmth. We all feel. that now is the eve of fear ful timcs to this Army that we wi ll ver~ soon 

be called when again to "measure strength" wi th the Arm y of the Potomac the resu lt o f which 

will be independence a word degradation to liS. I can not think providence will tcmpreize 

farther wit h thi s great struggle if he is against us, the resu lt wi ll show if for us then we are 

sa fe. I hope I think I know our cause i~ j ust and righi , from whcnce I conclude l I e will be 

victorious and no one can conceive the fu lness of meaning belonging to that [ I who had not 

pafsed through the terrible ordeal necessary to obtain it. One very reason of indi fference on 

the part of mankind for the Christian relig io n is the ignorance of the necefsary and terrible 

struggle frol11 the mire t<l the rock' from he ll to heaven. 

I got a letter from Clrfton a short time ago he h<:aded it "Cam p Fishpond" I wish 

George would write me also. 

I had quite a li vely affair in Lynchburg for a short willie bUI stopped it on account of 

a "had streak" . The troops are in confident 'pi ri ts lI eal th good. We arc expecting to go 

towards Frederi cksburg in a few days. 

My horses are 110t luoking we ll 

Remember me to all Illy re illtions and friends. 

L OI'e to Ma, Fat. Gus, Ral , l.ibby. 1 l1em ard and yourse lf receive that tender affection 

which my worthy sister deserves. 

Address tllis 

Capt. e has. l: Webb 

2nd Va. Cavalry 



Septcmber 2:! . 1862 

( hm lestown . .1 cfTclson County Virginia 

Dear SiSler. I recieved your le uer some two day sago. bUl did not haw time to answer it 

immediately I thought whi le was in f\ l ary lnn~ that I wus r 1 from home. I had know way 

of correspond ing wi th you all I fec i like I mn al home again . Enough of thal. I am verry 

glad proud to hear of lhe bi rth of my bny I helieve it wou ld be a boy. ever since you told 

me what VO II did a ll about i L~ being so vetry small Be tt ie you know up such things thnt 

makes lhe he ro so small if you wil l read lhe li fe of Francis Mat ion you will fi nd he wa, a 

ve rry small swartl1> child . So you see 1\ 1arion turned out 10 be a big man a big man in the 

eyes of the world Givc m)' love to Illy wife and lillie r I leI I11C know simI she thi nks o f 

the Baby I want Nelson to stay at hOlllc next yea r. Sister I want that land I had in oats this 

year to be fa llowed this fa ll for oaL, next spring my bay horse and Jenny can do it \'erry easy. 

I wunt r l to stay at home next year In hel p Morri s and to clear a big fi e ld 011 [ J I "ant all 

the land that is cut down to be got lip and put in com next spring I mean thaI that is already 

cut down I want Mon-is to get up the land below the dam for corn I wanl all the work done 

towards lil Y corn land lh is fall that call Ollll good by C.V . Webh 

Direct to gordonsvi lle 2 ll riggade 2 Reg t 

PM please forward you and Bcuit: IIlllSt wri te to me 



Camp Near, Petershurg July 6th. 

MIs. Abbit 

I suppose ),ou ha vc. cu.' this heald "r Ihe death of your ucar Bwther Charles. Allow 

me one hi s most intimate friends and ~ssnci~ 1 9s 10 o ffel YOLI my heart fe ll sympathies in your 

di stress. In your bereavement , I have lost m)' best + 1110St intimate fr iend whose place in Illy 

estimation cannOI soon be fill ed. Few knew your 13rothf."1 as I d id. and I can testify Ihal I 

never knew a nobler or more generous hearted man; al ways leady 10 share wi th his friends 

their joys and troubles alike. No omeer of the Regl. Stood higher in the estimalion of the 

l11en. lie was respected and beloved by all who knew hi m. lli s company is deeply di slressed 

at their loss which is sure ly felt by them as he was t h~ir best friend in ti me of need. I had 

fond ly ho ped that he + I might be ,parcel Ihrough Ihis relentless ,,"n!. thai we might in civil 

life live logether as nc ighhnrs + Ihat \\e might I"ng enjoy the SOCiel) or each other. Onl) a 

shOll time before his death he 4 I were riding along + was lalking of the pleasulcs thm were 

in store [or LIS + ho\\ we would enjoy the day whe n these troubles shou ld subside and we be 

allowed to return to our homes and fr iends in peacc to receive the ir greetings + enjoy thei r 

smi les. But hO\\l vain + unce rtai n arc all earlhly expec tations. It was his wish as he had lold 

me long ago - ~hould he fall in hi s counllys defence. that his body should be laken 10 the [ 

1 burying place and I had promised him to sec that hi ., wish was respected if I was near when 

he should fa ll. Poor fe llow he had becn spared through man~ a hard fough l bailie; had passed 

through many tryi ng times - had suffered hardships such as none other that a soldier can 

know at lasl to fall a victim 10 a dread ful fCil'Or. lie conlinued at his post o r duty until hc 

could no longe r keep up. Much longer thnn he should have done unti l Ihe di sease had taken 

to strong a hold on his sy<;te ll1 10 J->c cont ro ll ed hy the surgeons . I was li ttle prepared to hear 

of hi s death as I had no idca he was as sick <1S he was. 1 couldn' t get to see him as our Regl 

was in constantl11olion + I couldn' t leave. I sent Inr Dan ' l tn go to hilll but hc was too late. 

I was very so rry I couldn ' t be wi th him in his laSI hours 10 ha ve rendered all Ihe assislance I 

cou ld to him I rece ived his last ll1e~sagcs til his rl iends. I hear he wns decentl y blll ied 

Ri chmond . I send Danl with his horse and thi ngs to you - his pocketbook + private papers. 

Ir I can iltlend to anything conneeled with his affairs for you I' ll do so wilh pleasure. :--' 1) 

Mcfs, wishes to hire Danl for the hall anec of the year and should you th ink proper you can 

send him hack ttl me + 1"11 arrange the mailer all right . I loping you may not have cause to 



muurn the luss of ll ny more of your Rclal1\eS this C1uel war - a111 wilh /Iluch r~sl'.:ct 'r'nur 

FJiend f My kindest reg31 ds to YOU1 1IIa I others -

W,n , I I. '] rent 




