Includmg Ietters to his w1fe
| Fannle Webb Abbllt







phe

oledience, biit also the admira-
ten, whom he mvmmhlv led

“ f.HuH lmd };illl]{(‘(l
' ‘_jllcx(le:tt

of ‘Uoidm- :Ahln“ life may-he

; nnd true Olmstmn
) (‘OMRADI

4th 8(‘ l

__-n N

k;hs, ‘Esq ,' Ilouso of Delegzlte‘r

o Gentlemen—T
; ‘shhwnh Hmt thie 'nnme of (Jolonel . W, Abblu

fni Hto Offl(‘(‘ of Brlgadrer General of Mrhha
. f pr ,dd,_ d pleasme i nrging s

“mﬁ aid ‘xoldl(‘) e was “n
v nemlv thé wlm’o wars:
eriiVirgihia, in North

vIliIl ot John'’s Tstand,

‘ilinmq'»m o mid

vé ',", comage nndq-

€ s : , : «mmo \*onhm-n pt iqnn
' ~'§|)lemhd exnmplc fm hm mon 10 _‘ .

Ay m ree m(l mlonel Abhltt as

whwh poqxﬂ»on lle commum[od )mi oy
hmv (mnmmwmm uf' Rcvvnup,’

S Uer k. He dived to the ripe old nge of 84 years, e
: .,'(l\mg oit June 95t 1919, Hn riteimet took plage
ot his-hoine, “ravel Knoll;"’ ‘Apponmtto‘( County,
""‘-fnn"l‘humdm, Jie 87th. iis grandsotis, I\Ieemq

R R0 WL B, and Her ‘Abbitt, and \V’l
AL (ovmg,lon retving s palls bhoar
L um' (lsmtrhl( )'q_"wh‘d s flow g

e '_.vv A1l Abbitt, of byti(shbm‘g ft.b Abblﬂ; Mis,

ate {mm«x' :

] L(' “mf is oqlm‘lod ln fm\ e '1_(i(~org~é B, Abbitt, of Appomﬂﬂﬂ}t Uountv, AoB.

v'ﬁhmsl (;onnh, 'mhd Mis M'n‘k ﬂmhm(l nf" Nm*fnlk
Vncinm. S ' ,

cvqoutenvv II(- was a brave wl-- e

1 i mfotmed hy otie of vnm oon-’,

.‘x\pponmi.t“ X, Wil be Brought before the D(‘ﬂl'wlﬂf"”v _, ' : i
et under a v hot fire, it hroke.

“ean ktow hetter tha 1 (lu hlq i g Brigade with honm
s [slzmd at Choffin's Blulf, at

= m qntith Unolilm ﬂt' \anthnll Jtm(,tlon nt Hle (l(‘

1865, at the i
'md Hit’ Buekmglmm Plank o

Ro'td and (m Hw Bst of March 1865, o1t the White
cab from that =

S Adined pvlmmqumi o qpvmljlhc mghf w' i[5
‘ lls, bnt ile‘{t mommg he w ‘ '

'l‘!us mudent is an mde*c h) (;ulonel Ab-lntt g

Al lntér Co'u‘nt

“t&i% quiyiwd by his Wldow tmd tiitie
YR B (;mmgmn R. W. Abbité; Mi‘& Andrew \Vhlﬁe

Abbitt, of Noewport Newt;: ¢ W, Abbitt, of Am-

ot fho Gl M Alml 19()
e evobly decasioti he svag mul o l'um e
- steddy at his bost; alivays. i in_his: place, e:tlm cnol
and sexmble in every respect excepl to fedr. On -
the 3ist of March and some time before “mf day,
- hie was in_coit mnnd of his reguncnl Hl(, Foiith Vir--
""mm, and 3 n, in attemptmg Ilfhmﬂt move—' :
- rallied

it; zmd my “ lmlo left, :md mmbled me to ,b,

the Jast ally snd volley at Ammn
el Avith Tim as o coinrade aid b
whoni 1 glm wll m i inan, modoqf

©helligent as Lric
kN officed
- I_mul effigienit,
' ] unnmend hm. tn Lhe (

o f!dmt('e lle knowq tmthmg
‘ hmml my qu m "mng it




. \eeaid
o] hé% % 7%/ //%/M

ﬂﬂd"4 ‘d/aM/M// o . o »

«t{%m M, e

Jﬂ«m:/ /

1/ ;zmzx;_;tj—w hie ',@m’- :




7 V o

i ":Er”fw

A




porradas sop sndud w sastm nl!-u.n
3: .ﬂ.a_n Ay fmgoog

#ALOE X LT
e_.._om

i ..



Camp Overflow S.C. May 3rd 1864

My dear Fannie

I recd your letter dated the 28th Ultimo, 1 was very sorry to hear you were so much
afflicted + hope you will soon get much improved from your present condition. Be very
careful in future how vou walk or otherwise take violent excerise, You ought to have a spare
horse now, and when business or will calls vou to go, ride or go in the buggy. The colt |
wanted to rest after you got through planting corn. You stated that Pat sent for you on
important business but did not state wheather you so considered it. 1 am glad you got pay
from uncle martin in a sheep. I thought it would be slow pay there, Jimme knew of it + said
he would attend to it. Bens interrogatories were much more inteligent than I expected from
him. He was of opinion if God was so good, he only made good things and good people,
such a conclusion was quite natural for a child of his age, Buck loves his sheep it seems
dearly. 1 thought he would of been willing to let you have a ram for four bushels of corn.
The one he spoke of was at Ino McKinnies and I was under the impression he was willing to
give the sheep in pay for four bushells of corn he had already recd, but I suppose I
misunderstood him, I am truly glad to hear Eliza is so much better, am on the other hand
sorry to hear our old father Walker is so near the grave, His notions were queer about his
coffin. It would seem to me | should like to be buried in rather neater stile than the one he
purposed, Now as for funeral services I am no strong advocate for them nor do I oppose
them, The living might be profited thereby but the dead never. Our arms still continue
victorious in the South west from last advices. Gen Smith has gained a second victory over
Banks, the reported Yankey loss estimated at ten thousand. Prices Temple has not been left
destitute of laurels either [le had a decided victory over Steel, capturing his four thousand
prisioners, besides wagon trains + other things to tedious now to mention, May 4th I don’t
know now wheather to say the news are good this morning. The report says we are for
Virginia, | command the Regt to day + 1 have orders to be ready to march at a moments
notice, but to wait for farther notice, We will leave here, there is not a doubt of that, I've
become quite lean since I been here, Some of the boys have been laughing at me about being
so lean + small 1 thought | would weigh + show them | was not so light as they thought, | did
not weigh as much as [ thought | would, only 130, 1 feel tolerable well yet, 1 hope you will

keep your health, for T am as solicitous about it as you are yourself, any thing that pains you
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Va. Hospital June Ist 1864
My Dear Fannie

You seem to be so very solicitons about my welfare that | can nol be indifferent 1o
your wishes, but do | deserve all this solicitude + anxiety at your hands, | am not such a
husband as such a wife should have, vou was hearlen + affectionate towards me + | was the
contrary appear to you to the contrary. It won't always do to judge of the interior by the
exterior Fannie if | know myself | love you above all others + 1 know you are as near
perfection as most women
[ ] growls at times [ ] such is the result of my peculiar disposition  When freited that
my ill manner gets the uperhand of my better disposition, I must if spared try to correct those
ills in my temperament which are hindering 1o you + killing to my sober thoughts. 1 am
getting very tired staying at the hospital + | shall leave here for my company in a few days if
I get no worse than | now am, The attention to the sick

is sick much he certainly gets as good attention as if at home. The Ladies of the City
visit here regularly every thing is Kept in clean neat order + show a disposition to assist our
sick + wounded soldiers by their presence + bringing them little delicaties which wet the
appetite. The Goodness of the Ladies of Petersburg will not soon be forgotten by the sick +
wounded soldiers of our army. You have not mentioned any thing aboul my suit lately
whether you have gotten on the way with it nor wether you have had luck with your sheep.
How may have you got, continue 1o exchange produce for sheep when an opportunity offers,
I would not care if you have a hundred. Write me soon whether Mr Ferguson has planted his
tobacco + whether he has gotten his corn land fine like a garden spot or is it lumpy. 1am so
anxious for you to make a'good crop of corn then vou can live better, have more meat better
horses + you will be better laten fixed. How are your vegetables looking. How are the
potatoes | have planted looking I expect a great yield from that patch. You must write how
the supar cane looks.

There is not much news. There was fighting yesterday in nine miles of Richmond +
drove the enemy back some little. Butler has withdrawn some of his forces for no division to
reinforce Grant. There will be terrible fighting, Yes [ ] this contest is over round
Richmond. our Brigrade is still in the same place on the [ ] bank of the James River.

Your devoted Geo.



Petersburg Trenches Nov. 24th 1864
My Dear Fannie,

The last letter | recd from you was Nov, 17th I expected a letter when you sent my
trunk by Dick. You sent me a nice assortment of good things. The turkey especially [ ]
and butter, potatoes, turnip, and cabbage were all good. | have eaten more heartily of butter
+ potatoes. Thank those two latties who made the sorghum you sent, It was superior than
what you sent me before. The brandy was in rather a limited supply. After giving a drink to
those who were present there was but little lefl, I got only two drinks in fact, | shall send the
trunk back again in a very few days I want you to send me some back bones, spare ribs + a
little pork + anything you think proper. Tell Gussie | am very much obliged to him for his
apples + all the children that sent me something. Dick told me about Gus sending me the
apples, about the overshirts, | should like to get them if they are pretty. One of my outside
shirts is nearly worn out, | am nearly out drawers, My coat wont last me the winter, | am
already getting ashamed of it, what is the prospect for all.

Thom Conner was badly, | am afraid mortally wounded through the left lung, It was
done day before yesterday when on his return from the picket lines to the main line He is in
in the Gen Hospital in Petersburg. He set for me to come + see him. | saw him yesterday,
He was so full he could talk but little while | was there. He told me if he died he wanted me
to send him home, I told him | would attend to it. He remarked, I want to do better, asked
me to send Capt. Gills to see him. 1 told him when I left he must put his trust in the one
above. He said he would, It was an effecting scene, He was of one of the very best men |
have no better soldier in no company. 1 have 4 men that came over to the Yanks this week,
Sam Webb, + 8 Manns. [ hope those are the last of my company that are so lost to

conscience as to forsake all. country + friends and go forever into disgrace,




Nov. 28th, 63 Camp Duke S.C.
My dear Fannie

Don't write to me with a pencil nor with such pale ink. It bothers me to read it when
written with eithr. A portion of your letter T got today was very plain written with black ink
a portion with a pencil or very pale ink, I cant determine exactly.

The day you wrote your letter myself + Lt. Parker both convolescents took a trip on
the [ ] RR for our health, more for recreation than anything expecting to get a good
dinner also but we signally failed. It was a hard matter to get anything atall. 'We finally
induced a woman to cook us some sweet potatoes after she refused to get us dinner, which
she did, + made our repast a heary one too of potatoes + beef. I had a considrable billious
attack lately am much improved now. It lasted me about a week T am fearful T will not keep
my health [ ] much longer [ | now [ ] resign if I could keep out of service after doing
so, I will have to make the best of it. 1 can in my present position for it would not do to
resign + be conscripted immediately that would not do so ever. T would rather be a private
by far + have my health than an officier with my present health, I thought when I first came
to S.C. my health would be good + even after my attack of chills at [ ] | thought probably I
would get my health restored again. 1t may be after | recovered from this last attack I will be
hearty again, at least | hope so. A man feels very lonely + disconsolute in the Army sick. Sid
is quite sick with rheumatism, but is improving some now. 1 don’t consider him very
dangerous. He is more home sick than anything else. He is almost dead for a furlough, Nov.
29th. It is a cloudy dismal, raining day. how comfortable we are to some the other soldiers
of the Confederate Army. We have all of us good tents or flies. A citizen would call it bad
quarters, but soldiers consider themselves well to do when they have good flies on tents.

I am very much in hopes that our Childern will escape deptheria. It is so fatal. If any
of tem pet sick let me know about it. How do you come on getting up your school. Its very
important our Childern should go to school regularly more especially Gus + Nole, 1 want to
give my childern an education if nothing else, | want to learn them good manners + to
inculcate upon their minds the beauty of good breeding and the great aversion of nice people
to ill breeding + vulgarism, Lillie bothers me a great deal, Most allways when [ think of her
1 feel sorry for her for because | consider [ | exactly intelligible express. It may be because

she is the only girl and so timid. You ought to be very smooth with her + not | ] her any




atall unlefs you are compelled to do so to make her behave herself, that is one duty a parent
is bound to comply with if he does his duty to his child. The old adage spare the rod you
ruin the child. Some children need the rod others it ruins.. The disposition of the child
should be taken in consideration. Our childern | believe need but little whipping being rather
timid.

You spoke of boarding your Ma, another year. | think your offer to board her low
enough. It may seem high to her, but she must take into consideration the worth of the
money she pays. If the Parties will take the money in payment of the loan, then you could
afford to board her or any of them at a much reduced price, even at five dollars per month,

| am glad to hear you have a good stock of pigs for [ ] very important for everyone
al home to raise their own meat if they dont they will probably have to do without.

You spoke of being delighted at getting letters from me, not more so than I am for |
would be glad to get one everyday, letters from home are allways a rarity to me, You
certainly do not write as often as I do, if so I would get them oftenier, What has become of
your likeness, | have been expecting it. Send it by Lt. Patterson

Devoted by your Geo W. Abbitt




Camp 2nd Va. Cavalry
April Tth 186
Dear Sister:

Doubtless you will consider this now the second or third letter written unanswered,
sufficient evidence of | | for you to reply.

1 think so[ ] 1 have not received a line from you since 1 left. Nor has [ ] replied to
one | wrote her but the mails may be in fault, tho some say the Females are generally more
so. For several days past | have been suffering with rhrumatism consequent(ly) from the
present bad weather, it principally affect my back and | think will go off at the approach of
good weather when this mornings sun gives early promise by his unclouded rays and genial
warmth., We all feel, that now is the eve of fearful times to this Army that we will very soon
be called when again to “measure strength™ with the Army of the Potomac the result of which
will be independence a word degradation to us. | can not think providence will tempreize
farther with this great struggle if he is against us, the result will show if for us then we are
safe. | hope | think I know our cause is just and right, from whence 1 conclude we will be
victorious and no one can conceive the fulness of meaning belonging to that [ ] who had not
pafsed through the terrible ordeal necessary to obtain it. One very reason of indifference on
the part of mankind for the Christian religion is the ignorance of the necefsary and terrible
struggle from the mire to the rock: from hell to heaven.

I got a letter from Clifton a short time ago he headed it “Camp Fishpond™ 1 wish
George would write me also,

| had quite a lively affair in Lynchburg for a short while but stopped it on account of
a “bad streak”™. The troops are in confident spirits. Health good. We are expecting to go
towards Fredericksburg in a few days.

My horses are not looking well.

Remember me to all my relations and friends.

Love to Ma, Fat, Gus, Ral, Libby, + Bernard and yourself receive that tender affection
which my worthy sister deserves.

Address this

Capt. Chas. E. Webb
2nd Va. Cavalry




September 22, 1862
Charlestown, Jefferson County Virginia
Dear Sister, 1 recieved your letter some two days ago, but did not have time to answer it
immediately. | thought while was in Maryland that I was [ ] from home. [ had know way
of corresponding with you all I feel like | am at home again. Enough of that. T am verry
glad proud to hear of the birth of my boy. 1 believe it would be a boy, ever since you told
me what you did all about its being so verry small. Bettie you know up such things that
makes the hero so small if you will read the life of Francis Marion you will find he was a
verry small swarthy child. So you see Marion turned out to be a big man a big man in the
eyes of the world. Give my love to my wife and little [ ] let me know shat she thinks of
the Baby. I want Nelson to stay at home next year. Sister | want that land I had in oats this
year to be fallowed this fall for oats next spring my bay horse and Jenny can do it verry easy.
[ want [ ] to stay at home next year to help Morris and to clear a big field on [ ] I want all
the land that is cut down to be got up and put in corn next spring | mean that that is already
cut down I want Morris to get up the land below the dam for corn 1 want all the work done
towards my corn land this fall that can dun. good by C.V, Webh
Direct to gordonsville 2 Briggade 2 Regt

PM please forward you and Bettie must write to me




Camp Near, Petersburg July 6th,

Mrs. Abbit

I' suppose you have, ere this heard of the death of your dear Brother Charles. Allow
me one his most intimate [riends and associates to offer you my heart felt sympathies in your
distress. In your bereavement, | have lost my best + most intimate friend whose place in my
estimation cannot soon be filled. Few knew your Brother as I did. and | can testify that |
never knew a nobler or more generous hearted man; always ready to share with his friends
their joys and troubles alike. No officer of the Regt. Stood higher in the estimation of the
men. He was respected and beloved by all who knew him. His company is deeply distressed
at their loss which is surely felt by them as he was their best friend in time of need. | had
fondly hoped that he + I might be spared through this relentless war, that we might in civil
life live together as neighbors + that we might long enjoy the society of each other. Only a
short time before his death he + | were riding along + was talking of the pleasures that were
in store for us + how we would enjoy the day when these troubles should subside and we be
allowed to return to our homes and friends in peace to receive their greetings + enjoy their
smiles. But how vain + uncertain are all earthly expectations. It was his wish as he had told
me long ago - should he fall in his countrys defence, that his body should be taken to the |
] burying place and I had promised him to see that his wish was respected if 1 was near when
he should fall. Poor fellow he had been spared through many a hard fought battle; had passed
through many trying times - had suffered hardships such as none other that a soldier can
know at last to fall a victim to a dreadful feavor. He continued at his post of duty until he
could no longer keep up. Much longer than he should have done until the disease had taken
to strong a hold on his system to be controlled by the surgeons. 1 was little prepared to hear
of his death as 1 had no idea he was as sick as he was. | couldn’t get to see him as our Regt
was in constant motion + [ couldn’t leave. 1 sent for Dan’l to go to him but he was loo late.
1 was very sorry | couldn’t be with him in his last hours to have rendered all the assistance |
could to him + received his last messages to his friends. | hear he was decently buried
Richmond. 1 send Danl with his horse and things to you - his pocketbook + private papers.
If I can attend to anything connected with his affairs for you I'll do so with pleasure. My
Mefs. wishes to hire Danl for the ballance of the vear and should you think proper you can

send him back to me + I'll arrange the matter all right. Hoping you may not have cause to
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