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Letter to the Editor '.' . ". 

Inmatepraises Judge George Abbitt 
Editor: 

1 read the article tbat was wrote 
on George Abbitt Jr. 

I feel an injustice, somewhat of 
a injustice has been done since you 
only wrote hearsay and what Mr. 
Abbitt's friends in Appomattox, 
Va. had to sayo 

Mr. Abbitt also has friends in 
prison. people he sent there for 
more than once I may add 

1 fOl one think the wOlld of him, 

Foodbank 
menu'notéd' 

~ f',..l1nwino: itenis are avail~ 

even now his caring forinmateS ol 1 wish 1 could spell the wards 1· I'am sorry if I've made a fool of 
·me anyhow goes on: .' want to use. 1 wish the whole world mysclf, but lhank you 'for lhe time 

. I am not good with words nor knew him as Ido, .cadng, under- taken in reading lhis. 
can 1 read or wrile good. And yes 1 standing. and at lhesame time a 
am doing tirrie. lt seeriled as though . judge. . '. 
everyone else has given up on me . IfI could 1 wóuld write an arti~le 
but not Mr. Abbitt he's been 10 see, on Mr .. Abbitt. He was a person 
me three times and údked lO me. you coúld taUc lO him.I wouldn'l 
Though there's.very liule tbat can be afm.illto go 10 his home. and be 
be done. it's the lhought that welcom~ too. '. 
counts .. Show me anolher Judge Ycs 1 woilld say you know him. 
that would 'copie 10 jail 10 see some and 1 know and cace for him too. . 
one. Please telI him so. 

TI'MES -Ví!IDYNIAN' 
P.O. BOl 2097, Appomattox, Vlrg'lnll ~4522 

804/352·8215 :'. ... . 
.'- _ ••• : ... , ... ~.' He .~"..:.o.;..w.;,.:...~:. ~f 

Sincerely, 
Martín Paul Marston 

#176983 
P.O. Box 390 

c/o Charlotte County Jail 
Charlotte Court House. V A 

23923 

LETTER POLlCY: Lellers lo Ihe editor 
shoutd be brief, typed (double-spaced), 
signed by the writer, and includelhe 
writer's telephone number. All letters 
submitted lo be considered for publica­
tion are>súbject to edíting for style, 
Flnd/or cbntentLetters which are su1):­
mitted to be.considered forpublication 
become the property oí Ihe Th:nes-Vir-
I ginlan Ncwspaper, upon submiSSion. 
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COUNTRY MUSIC MAKERS-Like the 
nursery rhyme abóut 'doctor, lawyer,' lndian 
chief," Appomattox's Piney" Mountain Band 
members have equa,lly diversified occupations. 
Shown above are, from left, George F. Abbitt, 
Jr., Appomattox Commonwealth's attorney, 
guitarist; ,\Yilliam Steve Bowling, REA electl'ic­
ian, guitapst; Thomas Edward Childers, auto. 
body and fender craftsman, tenor banj o; Ben-

. "'::'W;CO Hubbard Photo 

nie Beale, farmer, violinist; and Duval A~ Con­
ner, reth'ed game warden and éx;;.deputy sheriff, 
violinistMembers of the hand get together at 
least once a week, usually on Tuesdays, atd en­
joy an evening ofeountry music making."They 
also are available to playfor church groups, 
civic organizations and schools, as well· as for 
old-fashioned square dances, sUB popular .in 
private homes in the neighborhood. " 'd 
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.. ::,::>, •.. ;;,;;, : ' ..... ,.; '-'!, ...• 'c. . -w. C. IIl1bbafd Pbot. 
Iw,j':)'~WatkiIis, M>Abbitt.,;Mr. Abbitt, a retiredU;. S. 

(jugton~,!:Tex¡¡¡;:;reft:/¿¡'ié,~'shown::;~~th:ihis;~~::::ArmyAir'Forc&'·colonel, is., now program, man"; 
whT;~i:lgÉt~nd,i~Mr5'.G:e.()r~~i,;:¡ ,iEager ;for ;':Projec~ Apollo with Philco-Ford', at , 
riattóx;rOther.:relatives:be~';':;'i ;NASA'sManned 'Spacecraft Center in, HoustoIi • 

• ::Mr~.'l' Ab-bitt's:brother;..tn-la;w"'.:"The Abbi:tts h:av'e \wochildren, ason,Charleir:W. 
arid,Mrs:,ó:Evr{¡d;,Coliner¡' and' ái:1.,.?,'!I¡, '21,'and a daugMér, Caroline;20;' both 'siu-

sistW'':in·lawi''Rep. aIid Mrs. __ .'.' ,dents at the UnÍversityof 'l'cxas in Aust1n; 



JU:dge :Abbitt Takes Oath 1 

The Honorable George F. Abbitt,Jr., mony. Judge Charles F .. P. Crawley, in open-
reccives his oath, aboye administered by. . ing c~urtfor the occasion ·paid. tribute to the ¡' 

JUdge William Old oi the Thirty-Seventh: ¡ate Judge Joe1 W. Flood, whom Judge Abbitt .. 
Circuit in i~pressive ceremonies held at Ap- . . succeeds. Senator Charles S. Móses intro-
pomattox Court House Monday at 4 P,. in. duccd Judge Old. I 
The court room was cr,!wded during the cere-· 



K~:lf'~"l""[ :>)':>lemS eany ChOl<.:e,!{: tetween thr,,¡; "",.1 live, B-"~ " , " ' h ,d'" 1 ' 
relIrernentwmdow. WallOnsaid. ypass Vlans on se e u e <:;arler's retiremenl, These IOp eandidates will be '. ' 
announcement carne al too same inviled 10 Appomattox for an " :¡. . 
time as Superintendenl of Schools interview, probably sometime in By FRANCES ABBITT ,Ji. tion. to request me use of asphalt . Ida, H. Campbell. Appomattox 
Uoyd Walton's, who is aIso taldng lale August or early September. he Sandta Lindsay of me Vir. on Ihe new by-pass atQnnd Appo- County Treasurer, reported of 
earlyretirement. ,a:Icbl . Departmenl of Highways lÍiid mallox," said Nash. ~Let's keepthe $94,000 in delinquenl connly taxes 

Carter said he would remain "The board may ~de 10 caII the Transportation told me Appoml!!Íi)x money at home widl aspñalt. ~ whereas last. year die total was 
available 10 die school board 10 IOp two or three candidates bacHor Connty Board of Snpervisors Friílay A pomattox Counly School $55,000. 
assis~ !n any ~ay needed during the a second interview. Then. ~e board dial die by-pass is on schedule,lor Su~inlendent Lloyd WallOntold Milton Woodlief .widl Virginia 
translllOnpenod. shouldbe ready by Ihe mldd!e o! SeptemOO:.\~~. Ihe board dial there \'IilI be three Power and Jim Smim of the:eco-

An announcement abanl Ihe ,september lo make a selecuon. Sbé SlUd me department haS de- .... _-\ Iasses al die Appo' mal ' . ne' I I C' rpo_o: • • . , • . • ' _,. pre-"'-1lVV C - nomlc ve opmen o ...... on 
poS~UOD . vacancy ~ SC?nt. oul WallOn said. cldedlOus~concrete for COI1$trnc- 10X Primary School mis coming presented die board widl a updated 
earber dllS week. Apphcanons for The school board does have tion of the~. !tí . T chool c1asses "-"e fil f'Ap atto C· ., . ,,' . ',' . !I!:. . wo r~s ...... ro eo x o • 
die pO:'llllon, lItled ~1f<7tor oC sorne leeway ID 'dI~ process.·~e .Board in~ber DaVId N~ smd r:; held fn tbe t. WallOn ex- p poro. , : 
Vocauonal EducaUon aud bonrd may appolBt anactmg Ihat. aspñalt IS 20 percent I~ ex- b lai ed mat each ~ is composed . "With die heIp af Smlm and 
Technology," are dne at me school superinlendenl COl 60 days ir il has pensive than me concrete pJanned P f / ghl students. Appo¡nattox Connly Admini~tor 
board offace by Ang. 2. . nol been able 10 select a forCOl1$ltnCtion. ¡;:. o I it was r~written and updated: 

Carter has served as 8SSlstant replacement for WallOn by die time "1 wonld like 10 urge JOU lo The final school atICndance r~ .Woodliefs¡¡¡jd. 
superinlendenl for administration of bis retirement. write me Cominission on ~s, pon for the year was 2.261, accord- A total of 1,000 copies were' 

(Continued OD page 5) (Continued on page 2) Virginia Departmenl of TraIJSpórta- ing lo Walton. prinied. Gene Richardson 

e eremony honors Judke George Abbitt for gift 
By FRANCES' ABBITT . Abbiuwitha'plaque. andwillingnesstbatmoti1iedbim Abbiu's wO!"k and dedi~a~Qn to HollyWood School...a one-room Appomauox in 1931 with my 

An impressive ceremony was A second plaque will be placed tO make snch a generous gill 10 our bolh Ihe busmess. of pracncmg Iaw facilily . widl a teacher who had bi'ómer, Watkins M. Abbitt. Sr. 
held in Ihe Appomatlox Court on me door of me law library in me counly. We appreciale Ihé gift and and serving as judge. approximately 40 stndents, gr.¡des We were not partilers but shared the 
House building Iast Friday moming Court Honse Building. all he has done for APi;lomauox "We all relied on Jud.geAbbiu's one tbrougb seven. same office," Abbitt said. . 
when George F. Abbitt's law A gathering of farnily members Counly," he added.. library: said Kerr who IS a former~1 didn'l attend Hollywood Judge Abbitt remembers a lot of 
library was dedicated. and friends listened as local T h o m a s L a w s o n , A P P o m a t t o x C o u n I y School bUI a short time and then 1 amusing mings dlat 'happened 

Abbitt, retited attomey andjudge atlomeys spoke of Abbitt and his Commonwealm AHorney for CornmonweaIdI's .AtIOm~y. wenl lo Rugby and after Rugby durlng bis time as Iawyer and judge. 
dooaled his extensive law library, worl:: in !he county. Appomanox County, spoke of die George Francas Abbltt, Jr. was began school al Vera, attending "Iremernberwell one time when 
consisting of 3,002 books, to die Robert Gray, local attomey, help Abbitt had been 10 him boro AugnSI 6,1906 in Newport tbrough die junior year of high IwasrepresenlÍngamanforcutting 
Counly of Appomauox 10 be used spoke oC die generosily of Abbitt in personaIly when he began his law News. the son of the late George F. school bul had 10 come lo another mano 1 worked out a plea 
by local allOrneys and the public. giving such a gift lo die connly. practice in Appomattox in 1975. Abbitt Sr. and OtW!!,Y Moorman AppomatlOx 10 complete the senior bargain wim the commonwealm's 

Appomattox Counly Board of "Judge Abbiu was always "As a yonngbeginning altomey, Abbiu. year: Abbittexplained. altomey for CharlotIC Court House 
Supervisors Chairman William E. willing 10 take time 10 help other I didn'l have any books excepl "Before 1 was ol? enough 10 Mter graduation from. high 'and everybody"seerned satisfied." 
(BilI) Jamerson, presided al Ihe attomeys," Gray said. maybe acode book and Judge begin school me family moved 10 school in 1925 Abbittatlended the Abbittrelated. 
ceremony and presenled Jndge "lt was his spiril of scholarship Abbitt always let me use his Lynchburg and after a couple of Unlversily of Richmond and ·Then after 1 becamejudge Ihad 

books. When 1 farsl began my law yeaes wc: mo~ed 10 me Vera fÓII"owing graduation, the T.C. 10 preside over a case of 
practiceI didn't have a JOI 10 do and commuOlly ID Appomattox Williams School of Law at Ihe cutting ... me same man had cul 

BILL JAMERSON (right), chairman or the Appomattox 
COUDly Board of Supervisors. presents George Abbitt wilh 
a certificate of recogDitioll and appreciatioll for his 
cODtributioDS. (Photo by Frances Abbltt) 

1 spent a 101 of lime in Judge Courny," AbbitlrecaIled. . Universily ofRichmond. anÓther man. This was his second 
Abbitt's office reading bis books," The farsl school he atICnded was ~I began my law practice in (CoDtinued on palte .;:ij 
Lawson said. ~y $ 

"In my 'opinion, Judge Abbitl N h' M e . -111 d b d 
has the mast scholarl~ legalmihd . as e oy . WI ea, oar 
I've ever known. Lawson , 
ro~~ . 

The AppomatlOx Counll' School 
Board e1ec1Cd Winfred Nash and Ora 
McCoy as its chairman and vice 
chairman. respectively. at its July 
meeting Monday moming. 

move IOward selting funding for a 
Head Start program fOl thel992-'93 
session." 

by mid-winter, wÍñch would mean 
!he county canld have a program by 
Ihe 1992-'93 session. 

Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
Judge Harry C. Lawson expressed 
appreciation 10 Abbiu for bis gifl 
10 the connly and spoke of help he 
had received from Abbitt as a yonng 
lawyer. 

nI began practicing law in 
AppomallOx in 1961 and al mat 
time Judge Abbiu was Ihe 
Commanweallh'S:' Attomey for' 
AppomatlOx CouÓIy \Ind he helped 
me as well as odler Iawyers. He is 
in my opinion,,'a true 'Virginia 
Gentleman .... he cOíaclnded. 

Sam Kerr, atlOmey. spoke of 

Nash. operations manager al 
Babcock and Wilcox, has served'on 
the board since 1988. MeCoy, tite 
Appomattox postmaster. has been 
on Ihe board since 1986. 

The boan1 also re-appoinlCd Lois 
Foxwell as c1erk and Brenda Gowin 
as depUIy c1erk al the meeting. 

Superintendent of Schools Lloyd 
WallOn IOId Board mernbers lhatme 
board is in • An ideal situation lO 

The board has expressed an 
¡nterest in instilOting a Head Start 
program in me counly for pre­
school-aged children. 

~The programO, Walton 

In a related move, board 
members vOled 10 commil twc 
rooms at Appomattox Primar} 
School 10 be nsed for Ihe Head Stan 
programo 

explained, "includes me entire In omer business, Assislanl 
development ol me child. It's not Superinter;:lenl for AdministralÍon 
JUSI an ed ucati()nal progrmn. II - Richard Carler IOld board mernbe~ 
rovers nutrition. early development, thal the county's adull education 
education, parental iuvolvement." enrollmenl this year has becn al Ihe 

Walton said an applicalion for highest level since 1983-'84. witb 
Head Starl funding could be ready 672 people enrolled in 23 c1asses. 
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, ',E. APPOMA 'rl'OX - Appomat~·;, 

'~xJudge GeorgeAbbit! Jr.has·. 
tesigned as judge ol the 10th' L. 

Judicial Circult effective Sept. 
311. ¡, ; :'.': .: ' 

~;. Gov. MiHsGodwin todayac­
<;epted tbe resignation oí Ab-

. bUt, wbo will reach bis 70th 
lIirtbday on Aug. 6. . , . 
¡In aeceptlng the resignatloni' 

Godwin' applauded Abbitt's 
~'distinguished eontributions 
and exemplary servlee In tbis 
High olliee." ,'" 

.. ,¡ Abbitt was first appointed 
interlm Appomattox" eireult 
jbdge in 1964 by Gov. Albertis 
S. Harrison. He was appointed 
t~ sueeeed the late Judge Joel 
W. Flood. 
: He 'has served as Appomat· 

tbx. judge sine!! December ol 
that year when he was elected 
ay the General Assembly to liII 
Flood'sunexpired term. 

Judge George AbbittJr. 
A native ol Newport News, 

Abbltt 18 a graduate olAp­
pomattox High St;hool and re­
ceived an LLB degree from the I 

Universlty ol Richmond In 1931: 
FolIowinggraduation lrom 

the University ol Richmond, he 
began a private lawpractiee in 
Appomattox. ' 

He serve<! as a 8ubstítute 
judge lor ApPolÍlattox County" . 

. Court lrom 1989 to 1943, and was 
, chairm¡m ol the Appomattox , ' 

County Board ofSupervisors, 
lrom, 1943 to 1948. • . -, .,. 

He wa~ apPointed to su'~ee€d 1. 
his brother, former 4th:Distriet 
Rep. Watkms :M::"1bbitt, as 
Commonwealth's:..tAttorn:ér in 
1948when the former represen-

,tative was lirst él~ted ~o Con~ 
gress. He served,' in: the 
eommonwealth's attorney post 
untill964 . when he was' ap-
pointedjudge.· . '~ . 

. _. , .1.' 
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\ George Abbitthonoredhere 
By FRANCES H. PAULETTEseli~n.yea¡,.:ald Alexander Quarriér. family movedback tothis area 

A special session of court grandchildren of Judge Abbitt imd before he was old enough to begin 
CQnvened ,on SatUrday, morning. his first wife, thelate Joséphine public schoo!. , ' 
J une 4 at lla.m, in lhe Appomattox, Cundiff Abbitt. ' " , " When George AbbiH entered 
,Courl House, the Honorable John A. Guest speaker for the, occasion school for the first time, it was at 
Snoddy, Jr .. Judge, presiding.At was,former, Governor ofVirginia, Hollywood School,a one·room 
this time a pprtrail of lhe Honorable Milis Godwinof Richmond. Cacilíty approximately two miles 
George Francis AbbHt. Jr" J udge., A son of the late George Frllncis sllul heasl oC, Vera., Little did he, 
Tenth . Judicial ,Cireuit' Coutl,State Abbilt, Sr., an Appomallox Counly dream that \ someday he would 
,oC Virginia, was unveiled.where il native., ,and lhe lale' Otway become a ptominent lawyer and 
will hang wi.ththe portrails of olher Moorman' Abbilt ',oí Lynchburg, Ihen a, judgc, bUl" someona else 
prominent"':'Ill\ln . oL~{\ppornatto?l,; , 'Judge -Abbitl wasbQrn' in Newpor.t"·,, made .lhis" prediction.,¡ ", ,,~, ",' 
County.,', ,i' , '" News 00, Augilst 6, 1906.' ' " "When 1 was a you~g man," said 

The porlrait, painted by localAlthough he was born oulside of. Judge Abbill, "there, was~' 
artist. 'Ed ,Hop,kinson,:was ,unveiled,:, ;lhis'cou~ly, Judge AbbiU considers, reslaurant here in Appomattox, 
by,12.yea¡:·0Id Sadie:Quarrier and, himself"an ~ppomallox boy,"His localed on 460, The Bandana Cabin. 

- One day 1 went lhere for lunch, One 

SADlE QUARRIER. LEFT AND ALEXANDER' QUARRIER. rlgbt, had 
'the honorof pulllng' tbe cordll that unvelled tbe portralt of thelr 
grandfather, Tbe Honorable' George Francia Abbitt. Jr .. OO Saturday 

.mornlng, June 4 at the Appomattox Court lIouse. 

ol the' women who worked there 
, '\Vas a fortune teller. She read my 
, palm and consulted the cards to 

foretell what the future held for 
me .. " . , . 

"Young man," she said, "you will 
someday becorne active'in govern' 
mento 1 seea bright future for you in 
Ihat arca," And the young boy. who, 
by his ownadmission, was a "bit on 
thesickly side" when he was HUle, 
walked in lo the future oC which the 
fortune teller spoke. 

"When 1 was about five or six;' 
Abbitt sald, "1 had some health 
problems and 1 didn't get lo slart to 
school al, the usual age and by the 
time 1 was ready to enter school at 
age nine, my younger brother WaU 
was ready to. begin' school also. 
ConsequentlyWatt and 1 not only 
entered school together, we went 
through college and law school 
logether," 

·"Yes sir," ¡¡aid WaU Abbitt with a 
smile, "George WIlS older lhan 1 WIlS 
when we started to school; in fact, 1 
was len years old before 1 realized 1 
didn't have to call George 'Mister' .. 

Walt and George entered 
Hollywood School, a one-room 
faeility, altended COl' a short time, 
moved to Rugby Sehool and finally 
to Vera School, a facility of several 
rooms. as soon as construction was 

completed. Vera School even had a 
high school program aild the Abbitt 
boys aUended three years of hígh 
school there; However.,when it was 
time for ihero to enler Ihe senior 
year, Ihey came lo what was then 
Appomal tox ··Agricultural High 

. School, graduating in 1925....... , ... 
. Coming. from',ir faiUily' of hard 
work'ers, both'Abbitt boys worked 
00 I hcfaIl'lUl';;Jarm .ilÍld latefin the 
{amily st¡)I'~.'m¡,.ytira, "s8vlng,money 
loward thélr.: cotlege:educatlon. 

. Followbig' highschool •. there was 
1 he Uriiversily'of Richmond facing 
these lwo boys fro~ Appomattox 
County but they"were ready for ¡lo 

George Abbitt has 'Ioved musie all 
of his life and'todaY, plays several 
inslrumenls; regularly participatíng 
in I he groull.called The Piney 
Mountain . Muslc, Makers. So. when 
(hey went ofCto'college ii was only 
natural that they {i¡ke .lhe msucial 
instrumeílls. When It was 'hating' 
time at college, George. with all his 
musical talent. played and Watt had 

, lo dance, whether he wanted lo do 
so or 'noto Al thisparticular time, 
Wal! wasn:l paying much attentíon 
to making' musí\;. Bul. when the 
AbbiU boys came home for the 
Christmas holidays, Watt had 
suddenly dev'elóped an. interest in 
music, Hehad 'found out that 
playing 'paid off: so to speak. 

"Why. we' played"for dances 811 
'd uring the Chrislm"as holidays when 
we came bomti,"coillmented ;Watt. 
"A lot oC people' had dances,in their 
homes and we played; they passed 
Ihe hal and we made a IitUe moneY." 

Both oC them good" sludenls. the . 
Abbill boys breezed through the 
University oC Richmond completing 
Ihree years before enteringthe T. 
C. WilIlams School of Law. another 
threeyears ol hard work. They 
received their degrees in 1931 and 
headed for Appomattox where they 
would begin the practice of law. 

. (Continued on Pagen " 
'1Ii"'S • 



Q-eorgeAhbitt 
" ,\ 

honoredhere 
(Contlnued from Page 1) 

'¡We didn't have ro pay' any rent .... 
said George with a smUe, "We üved 
at Vera with our parents' in the 
eombination store-dwelling." 

"We were fortunate in having 
offiee BUaee made available ro us, 
We set up a law offiee hi quarters 
belonging to the late Judge Joel W. 
Flood in the Court House building ... 
rent free!" 

"We really didn't have any salary 
as sueh," Abbitt added. "We' just 
took what the elients brought in. 
Most of our work ,eonsisted of 
writing Wllls, deeds, deeds of trust 
and sueh." 

The fujld of law has been good ro 
Judge Abbitt¡ he is, a' bighly 
respeetedjudge, but thereare some 
who think he may have been a 
better lawyerthan a jUdgel 

"Aman was aeeused of eutting 
another ,man and 1 defended him. 
Things went well for him and he was 
pleased," ci>mmented Judge Abbitt. 
"Weboth' went our separate ways. 
Sorne years later, after 1 beeame 
judge, 1 went ro an adjoining eounty 
to serve as judge and who should 
appear but the same man 1 had 
defended some years earlier, He had 
been on another eutting spree.' Tbe 
verdiet was elear cut, he was guilty. 
1 had not hing 10 00 but selitenee him 
to what he deserved," said Abbitt, 

"Earlier in tbe trail, the man had 
been asked if Qe had anytbing 10 say 
and he had replied 'no.' After the 

senteneinghe asked, 'JudgeAbbitt, " 
may 1 say sometbing now?' He was 
granted permission 10 speak. ; 

"1 teU you Judge Abbitt, 1 do ~ 
believe you are a better lawyer than t 
10u ar!i a judge!'~ , ' 

Judge Abbitt and bis fJrst wife, 
Josepbine C" Abbitt, had, tbree 
ebildren, Pey1onAbbitr, deeeased; 
Penny Abbitt Quarrier; and Naney 
Abbitt Torrenee, and two grandehil­
dren.' " 

In September of 1981 George 
married tbe former Harriet Smith 
Redding. They resideat 125 Soutb 
Cbureh Street. . 

, Júdge Abbitt ispast president of 
the Appomat1ox Lions Club; past 
PreSident of Appomattóx ,County 
Ruritan Club; PastCbairmari of tbé 
Appomattox County Board of 
SuperVisor s 1942-1948: Common­
wealtb At10rney ,for Appomat1ox 
County 1948--1964: past member of 
Appomat1ox Town Couneil 1938 
until 1942; past offieer of 
Appomat1ox County Bar Assoeia· 
tion - Tentb Judicial Cireuit Bar 
Assoeiai1on and,JudieialConferenee 
of ,Virginia. He is a member of 
Liberty Baptist Chureh. 
'~Wben i went tó washington as a 

eongressman," said Watt with a 
laugb, "somebody remarked, 'Tbere 
goes Watt witb bis brotber; After 
George wasmade judge, tbey 
remarked, 'Now it'1I be,tbere goes 
George with bis brotber!" 



Watkins Moonnan Abbitt 





Watkins Moonnan Abbitt, Sr. 

WatIdns M. Abbitt, SL, son ofGeorge Francis Abbitt(1875-1962) and Otway 

Moorman (l880-1966)was born May 21, 1908 in Lynchburg, Virginia. In 1912 at four 

years of age ~he family moved to the old homeplace near Vera. 

Watt attended the one room school in Hollywood, walIdng the 3 miles there with 

his oIder: brother George. On bad weather days they wouId ride horseback. He ruso 

attenciad the Rugby one room school, Vera EIementary and High School and in hi:; senior 

year attended and graduated from ApomattoxAgricultural High School in 1925. J-Ie did 

well in school and graduated in 1931 from the University ofRichmond with a LL.B 

degre:e. 

Watt was a fun loving youngster during his growing up years and pulled rnany 

pranks on friends, teachers, and ministers. When he entered college he found that if he 

played a.musical instrument then he wouldn't have to go through hazing, but play for the 

student dances. He Iearned to play the guitar in a huny. 

In JuIy of 1931 Watt began to practice law in Appomattox .. He became 

CommonwealthAttomey in 1932. He went up against his older brother, George, who 

wa:J the public defender in many cases and later ajudge. Watt helrl this position untiI he 

ent'~.l'~d Congress in 1948, serving as president of the Commonwealth Attomey 

AS!lOciation. 

Watt and Corinne Hancock were married onMarch 20, 1937. Their children are 

Amle Abbitt Kerr, Watkins, Jr.,and Corinne Abbitt Hynes. 

When Watt decided to run for Congress, he had the backing and trust ofthe 

people of Appomattox and the surrounding countiesin the district. He had won tbeir 



devotion from his interest and respect for ~1I the peopIe in the area. Watt won the special 
• ;" 1,' ',] 

,1, • .' 

eIection by a Iandslide and after the eIection went to every county to thank rus supporters 
~ \,' ., . .; ,: ;. ( " ,',' 

and pay his respect to his supporters and aIso his opponents and their supporters before he 

left for Washington. 

Watt spent his years in Congress traveling between Washington and Appomattos. 

Attending to his congressional duties and the needs ofhis family and friends and 

.... . 
supporters here in his home district. He kept his Iaw office open on weekends and 

retumed full time when he retired trom Congress January 1973. 

Watt was active in his hometo~n serving his church, club activities at home as well 

as 1h€~ state bar and other Virginia associations. 

He was a man of actioÍl both in the public eye and behind the scene. A major 

influence in state, local and national politics for decades. He was a part ofthe political 

machine that successfully led us through times ofintense conflict and social change. 

Everyonewas encouraged to "come by my office and we'll see whatwe can do about it." 

A man who did not like to broadcast what he had done for you when asked for 

something special, just a "thank you". Aman loved and missed. 
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,)'>;;:;:'W~tkhí8 ·':M;, Abhiit 'JNI •• 

'i.~~k~·.·De;noc~~~'···· 
Hear Senator ,Túck 

APPOMATTOX .;.....The ,second 
annual banquet oí: toe' Young 
DemocraticC!ub 'oí Appomattox 

'County was he!d',' Tuesday when 
,175 members' gathered,to hear 'l.n 
address by Senator William M, 
,Tuck oí South Boston. ' 1,: 
',\Thtl{iiis M. 'AbblEt. ""."comnlon~j-' 
wealt,h's"attorney of A¡:iPOm,attoA 

,County, and newly elected pres¡-
dent of' the club, presiding over 
the' occasion. congratulated the 
membership committee on its good 

I work in secming the largest mem­
bers.!'lij:> ever ,enrolled in this club. 
N:rs. ':Ryland Mann was,presented 
an' a ward forsecurlng"tbe ;largest 

'number of members. :' ," , 
, G o r don M, S ¿tÚ bo i o u g'n. 
treasurer" ofDinwiddie County 
andchairman oi the Young ¡jem-

, ocraticClubS' in' the 'Fourth ,Con: 
gressional; Dlstric't, con~ratul~ted 
Appomattox County; onits' or~ 
gani2",ation and stated that he re­
cently had visited, the clubs 
thrQughOut ni:! district and ,had 
foondthe Apl'lomátt,ox club to be 
the,la,rgest and most enthusiastie 
group in the district;· Mr. Seal'-' 
borough was' accompanied, by • A; 
Mitchell ',Smith. ,:of the' Young 
Demócl'atic Club oi Dlnwiddie 
County, 'who IIp¡:)ke, briefly. ' , ' 

, Colon e! Joel W.' Flood lntro­
duced Senatol' Tuckas an out­
stlmding' lelider 01 the ,party in , 
Hali!ax. . ' ' ' 

., The senator said that the Dem': 
oel'ats have been in power in Vir­
ginia for, tilo, past' 60 ,years and as 
a result tila' State is' in splendid 
financia! condition. Larga delega­
tions from other Sta tes Di the 
Uníon tra vel te Richmond to studY 
Virginia legislation in', order that 

,\ 
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DoraOtway AbbittConner 
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EVER SINCEI CAN REMEMBER, MAMA DORA HAS BEEN A CARlNG, CONCERNED, 
CONSIDERATE, HONEST, ANo LOVING PERSONo SHE W AS AND IS ALWAYS WILLING TO 
DO ANYTHING TO HELP ANYBODY IN NEED AND DOES THIS WITH SUCH GRACE. 1 HA VE 
ALWAYS COUNTED ON HER FOR HELP IN JUST ABOUT ANY SITUATION YOU CAN NAME 
BUT 1 REMEMBER THREE INSIDENTS IN MY LIFE I NEEDED HER THE MOST.· 
ONE WAS WHEN STELLA WAS TWO YEARS OLD AND SHE HAD TO HA VE HER EYES 
OPERATED ON, BOTH OF TREM. 1 WAS HORRIFIED. MAMA DORA WAS THERE WITH ME TO 
TEACH HER HOW TO LEARN TO HA VE HER EYES COVERED SO SHE WOULD NOT BE 
AFRAID WHEN SHE WOKE UP IN THE HOSPITAL. WE ALL CAME THROUGH THE 
ENCOUNTER, BUT MAMA DORA WAS THE STRENGTH. THEN WHEN DADDY WAS TOLD HE 
HAD CANCER IN ms EYE I REMEMBER THE QUlET CONCERN MAMA HAD. ·SHE W AS 
THERE FOR mM AS WELL AS FOR ALL OF USo TIDS W AS SUCH AN AWLFUL TIDNG FORME 
AND I HAD A VERY HARD TIME WITH IT. WHEN I W AS DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER, 
MYWHOLE F AMILY W AS MOST SUPPORTIVE. 1 WAS TOTALLY DEVASTATED AND 10NL Y 
FUNCTIONED OUT OF HABIT. EVERY DAY THAT PASSES, I THINK OF THE WAY MAMA 
DORA LOOKED AFTER ME WHEN I RETURNED TO APPOMATIOX FROM DUKE MEDICAL 
CENTER. 1 WAS SO VERY SICK AND WEAK. 1 REMEMBER THENICE, CLEAN, CRISP SHEETS, 

) TIJElCLEAN CLOTHES FOR GARY AND ME, THE FooD SHE TRIED TO FIX FOR ME TO EAT 
, EVÉN THOUGH 1 W AS TOO SICK TO EAT. SHE BROUGHT ME ICE COLD WATER FOR THE 

TABLE BY MY BED MANY TIMES A DAY. IT WAS NEVER A TIME THIS COLD WATER W AS 
NOT THERE. I THINK SHE REMEMBERED 1 COULD NOT GET ENOUGH ICE INTHE 
HOSPITAL. SHE HELPED ME PACK GARY'S LUNCH FOR ms WORK AND COOKED HIS 
SUPPER EVERY NIGHT. SHE WAS THERE DURING THE DAY WHEN 1 W AKED UP SO MANY 
TIMES HA VING THE HORRIBLE NIGHTMARES 1 HAD EVERY TIME I WENT TO SLEEP FOR 
SO MANY WEEKS. I WOULD ALWAYS CALL MAMA DORA BECAUSE 1 WAS SCARED ANO 
SHE WOULD ALWAYS ANSWER. SHE NEVER LEFT ME BY MYSELF .1 COULD NEVER 
1HANK HER FOR ALL SHE DID. EACH DA Y 1 THANK GOD FOR MY SPEClAL MAMA AND 
THAT 1 W AS RAISED IN A CHRISTIAN HOME. BOTH OF THESE WERE GlFfS FROM GOD! 

o tI:::; ~ e.D0ne.c.¿ Hwdd Lt~ +01\1 
~V~OCJú 
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Me:mo'ríes . ..... ...... '. " . 
'Send us your interesting The yearwas 1928,the place, Vera,the young 

old photos to TheTimes- woman, Dora Abbitt Conner.She's proud1y.·· 
I Virginian,P.O. Box 2097, wearing a new winter coat. Herfather,thelate 

< Appomattox, VA 24522. George F. Abbitt; Sr. Sold a cow in order forhis ..... 

. , 

, 
" 

,~.¡ .. T.¡~.·lel fF.r.,'tI1'l~r.:.r,o.f.thynChburdg·.i.dau. ghter., to have, .. a;,n~.w.· .,·.coat ... ,1 D ...... ora:tUriled 83.' .; 
,¡·,WI rame any p oto use '.' J l' 7 h"" ..... '" ".. ;: .. : ". f:' 'Ri 'h d" 
''!iri 1 thé''memories column' on uy·· .• P oto cour:t~~yoMrs.. c ar· .~ 
'free. Cartero . . r: 





Herbelt Moorman Abbitt· 





---A Brief History ---

Herbert Moorman Abbitt was bornMay 
4th, 1916. He attended Wake Forest 
Co~~ege and Medica~ Co~~ege oE Virginia. 
He served in the as Army during W.W.II. 
He ownéd and operated a drug store in 
High~and Springs, VA and has worked at 
the Appomattox Rexa~~ Drug Store in 
Appomattox, VA since 1972. 

He taught Sunday schoo~ at New 
Bridge Baptist Church in High~and 
Springs, VA and is a member of New Hope 
Baptist Church in Vera, VA as we~~ as a 
deacon and Sunday schoo~ teacher. 





A pharmacist far over 60 years~ 

Ajokester. Talks alot. 

Laves tIowers. . And vegetable gardens" too! 

Ukes lo be a sporlydresser. 

Laves family hislory. Always telling family slories. 

Sleeps a1at .. 

3 wives~- going far the 4th. 

Can be tender-­
Can be hurtful. 

CoIorfulstories~ 

Remembers ... 
Gravel KnoII 

Vera 
W.W.l1 

Laves fa eat. 

Stretches· tIle truth. 

Highland Springs" VA 
Tot and Big Daddy 

Laves Dora~ Laves· Uncle Herbert. 

Ukes to say the.blesslhg. 
Reads ·his$bls. 



Snores. 
Likes upbeat musie . 

. Laves tIle old hymns. 

Likes to argue. 

Taught Sunday Schoo/. 

Was a deacon. 

Likes lo sing. 

Likes to whistle. 

Laves tIle birds! 

Has a cat -- -/nky-. 

Wishes he had a dog . 

. Perfectionist wilh materiallhings; but not himself. . 

Ukes to wear short shorts. 

Likes to taJee his shirt off outside. 

Wantsa tan. 

Does not like to travel. 

Dearly laves Tot and Big Daddy. 

Laves lile song "Goin' Home-. 



,",' 'i""-,~i\/.·,::~/V···, ':~:'" 

\~8~1~~bi;::·VI~ai~~¡~~i.TH 

rS~¡¿tr;J~~~i~~:~ 
I:Wi~~io,ºt' 'W N~h~H~¡'eean,;beno. 
i$tiéC:~s alf~l"sj~~~!~~qfé$~ i~Jt?e . 
tl,1¡ing Jot";'}Vlllcñ ;aH ;h~man:ty 

, langs ,<an:d:th€l1rÓ~lJor:.y.rhich 
al1:pE!ópl'e:;stÍ'ive, i~ :j~pIainly; 
eViJdent,that honestyjs.thebest 
Poli~y.jIIoIiestY~;lt~Jt 'veré, 
the"foundation ,"9'IJ. '. which t he 
structtire " ofsu ce éss':i~ ,,8:'a~serl~ 
SométimeS:jt seemsás ;if:some 
mén;~'ha"e.,~';;;:ohtalned ,}isuceess: , 

! thrOugh"tñckeii"an4'dishone~'" 
I ty,;:?uttl1isisñiér~ly "al>ltan~ 

I ~hí~.h·;h~. ·.r",m.,a!~i!-.'é.'?' .. t.k.'. ~~tt;e.S,".:~ 
, . ')r:a""·"fadegi;a.wa" jnto 

I.~~.~i~in ... ~. :~s.',· .. ia. p ..•. d .... '33t)., e.a, ... '.,rls. ,.)1 fm.·. ",', .. ' . ;naught'btit 'gne,fand :'pam f~ 
.p~oiIl~secl.joy:';:F:toin :~p!e, im~~ 
ineínori8.'ltlI~re hasb~~In the.,i 
l1~art:ofmatrah,orror,'of;s!ave~;! 
'Í'y'~::;'::;(r4ér~is '~9::\ ~~Y~J.'Y:'co~,:\ 

I.h~~~~~~:t~tj~ii!~{i~~;~ 
r'thei;;Ílth8~aIl_;:> e,"l91l:,:fli~e':i 
," ·,the~ ery~;fdls:,:) 

I 
> "Vpower;::" 

th~t.}t;1,l:'~,Qnqu i.~ .".,' ..pfte!1'J 
t:Sé:emI;ngly;fOlt,~é;a;'·'c'tiJP:~~tr:uth,)s.~1 
¡¿OiIlq-q ~re!d . b utthis'~ ~~13Iy'tem:-1 
,',pót-'ary;:for <~:F.ruth~~sh€l,d '. to; 
!eaHh,shal~~zrlse.' al;n~ ';The f 

let~l'naltears'ºr, '. ~ré·hers.''', 
¡F0l" ~yerY,{!lt u'se;tlJ, e~,.issom;e 

I effect'some " reason~ifIn;thls 
,case GÓdh(th~rea:sen: Noman 
[ canñuild'uhless' hi ha~'theat­
ftributes'gfGod in,hilll and,God 

I 
:i\s. ·trtith,therefólr" 'e '"' ~we;¡;.m. u. 81;,. 
"llá:v.:.e:irtitJ:L:irid:;,h~sti .~Ji:. '.". 





TIME'S~ IRGIN 
Herbert Abbitt presents sword' 
toAppomattox park service 
'. . . : 

byFRANCES ABBITI 

The ·.Confederate staff 
sword of the late Captain 
George W. Abbitt found a new 
homeonTuesday morning 
when .. Abbitt's grandson, 
Herbert Moorman Abbitt, pre­
sented the . sword to the 
Appomattox Court honse 
National Historical Park. 

Accepting the sword on be­
halfof. thepark was· Joe 
Williams,curator and Jon 
Montgomery, park superln-
tendent. . 

. Captain Abbitt was born in 
1828. He was afarmer when 
he enlisted in the Confederate 
Army on June 19, 1861. He 
served in .the 46th Virginia 
Regiment, Company B. 

According to the 46th 
Infantry recordsfirst edition 
Abbitt was on General Wise's 
list of men recommended to be 
officers on Sept. 24, 1861. He 
was elected· captain on May 
19, 1862. He commanded the 
regiment from March 29 until 
the end ofthe war .. 

Abbitt m ustered outalong 
withGeneralLee's soldiers 
foIlowing the surrender at 
Appomattox. . 

General Gran t gave the 
Confederateofficers the privi-

lege of keeping their side to steal whatlittle foodthey 
arms, thus Captain Abbittkept hado . 
his sword. Oile cnight Prívate • 

Abbitt graduated from Ferguson, the cook, told AbbiU 
Buckingham Military"I havesome tastysquirreI 
Academy in Buckingham and dumplingsfor supper· 
County. The school waslo- tonight." . 
cated one mUe from the Mter Abbitt has eaten his 
Appomattox Buckingham fin, enjoyinghis dinner to the 
lineo fullest, he said, "It's the best 

He married Ann Maria squirreI and dumpTings 1 
Frances Webb. Theylived on haveever had." . 
a fannnear Six Míle Bridge Abbitt knew there was no 
in Campbell County for a time gun powder to be wasted on 
Iater moving to Appomattox to shooting squirrels and he did· 
continue farming. not long entertain the thought 

Private C.C. Ferguson of that there might be one less rat 
Appomattox who served under in the chuck wagon that night. 
Captain Abbitt was one of the In 1887 while serving as 
cooks ·of Company B, 46th Commissioner of Revenue for 
Virginia Regiment. Appomattox (Jounty, Abbitt 

SoMier::; were h ungry and successfuIIy ran for clerk of 
meat was scarce. Captain the County. 
Abbitt, known for bis ability When the new county seat 
as a fast runner, often meant was established folIowing .the 
Pvt. Ferguson. would have . burning of thecourthouse in .. _ . 
meat to prepare for the men's what is now the park area, 
supper. Abbitt opened the clerks office 

Captain Abbitt was so fast a at new· county seat. The first 
runner that if, when march-· recorded deeds. in· the new 
ing or walking, a rabbit hap- . clerks office were· attested to . 
pened along, Abbitt would by George W. Abbitt, clerk. 
quickly reach out and grab the .Abbitt resigned from óffice . 
animal in his hand. Rabbit in 1892 due to iIl health. He 
was on the menu that night! died in June of 1912 and was 

The chuck wagon was al- buried at Gravel KnoIl in 
ways plagued with rats trying Appomattox County. 

,. 





l' 

Eloise FrancesAbbittSnead 
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